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special purpose in their preparation by no means limits their value to 
the general reader. The particular truth which constitutes what may 
be called the pith of the text is seized upon and presented, and then 
illustrated and enforced with a logical directness and a clearness of 
statement, with an analytical skill, a breadth of view, and a power of 
spiritual insight, which leave no doubt of the preacher's complete mas- 
tery of his subject. Dr. Valentine believes " that Christian truth has 
been given for Christian life." These sermons discuss, therefore, Chris- 
tian truth in its practical relations rather than theologically or meta- 
physically, and the consequence is that the readers would never know 
from these sermons that their scholarly author was a Lutheran, although 
they could not fail to recognize that he was a great Christian who lived 
among the verities of New Testament truths, whose moral and intellec- 
tual life was dominated by them, and about which there hovered in his 
mind no haze of doubt nor misty vagueness of apprehension. The 
preacher believes with Dean Stanley that " in Christianity nothing is 
of real concern except that which makes us wiser and better." The 
sermons expound doctrines as truths, and emphasize duties for Chris- 
tian men, with a view of making them both " wiser and better." It 
seems to us that they admirably succeed ; or if they fail, success must be 
impossible — R. E. Neighbor. 

Die Verhandlungen des neunten evangelisch-sozialen Kongresscs, abge- 
halten in Berlin am 2. und 3. Juni 1898. (Gottingen : Vandenhoeck 
& Ruprecht, 1898; pp. iv+165; M. 2.) The series of discussions 
of the Evangelical Social Congress deserves the attention of all stu- 
dents of the social movement in the Christian church. Some of the 
strongest men, laymen and theologians, of Germany have contributed 
discussions and papers. The principal papers in this volume are 
" Luthers Stellung zu den sozialen Fragen seiner Zeit," by a docent 
of Greifswald, Licentiat Lezius ; " Arbeiterorganisation," by Professor 
W. Stieda, Leipzig ; and " Die religios-sittliche Gedankenwelt unsrer 
Industriearbeiter," by Pastor M. Rade, of Frankfort. — C. R. Hender- 
son. 



